
 

Unit: Early Humans and the Rise of Civilization 

Content Area: Social Studies - The Ancient World (Unit 1 - Lessons 4-6) 

Grade Level: 6th  

Unit Summary: 

Students will learn how geographic challenges led to the rise of city-states in Mesopotamia. Students will learn about 
the characteristics of Sumer society and how those characteristics define a civilization.  Also, students will learn about 
the major achievements of the four empires that ruled Mesopotamia. 

Recommended Pacing: 

3-4 weeks 

State Standards Addressed: 

6.2.8.A.2.a.   Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and 
legal structures. 

6.2.8.A.2.b.   Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.a.   Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks, 
technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.b.   Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations and their modern 
counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern 
Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then 
and now. 

6.2.8.C.1.a.   Describe the influence of the agricultural revolution (e.g., the impact of food surplus from farming) on 
population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations. 

6.2.8.C.1.b.   Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies. 

6.2.8.C.2.a.   Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, 
trade, and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.1.a.   Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms of relative 
length of time. 

6.2.8.D.1.b.   Describe how the development of both written and unwritten languages impacted human 
understanding, development of culture, and social structure. 

6.2.8.D.2.a.   Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley 
civilizations. 
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6.2.8.D.2.b.   Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley 
civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.c.   Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and determine 
whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 

6.2.8.D.2.d.   Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley 
civilizations over time. 

6-8.RH.1.   Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

6-8.RH.2.   Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.4.   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies. 

6-8.RH.5.   Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

6-8.RH.7.   Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information 
in print and digital texts. 

6-8.RH.9.   Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

6-8.RH.10.   By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 

6-8.WHST.2.   Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes. 

6-8.WHST.2.a.   Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into 
broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

6-8.WHST.2.b.   Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

6-8.WHST.2.c.   Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts. 

6-8.WHST.2.d.   Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

6-8.WHST.2.e.   Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

6-8.WHST.2.f.   Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

6-8.WHST.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 
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6-8.WHST.5.   With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed. 

6-8.WHST.6.   Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 
between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

6-8.WHST.7.   Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 
several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

6-8.WHST.8.   Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

6-8.WHST.9.   Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
Range of Writing 

6-8.WHST.10.   Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
Understand how technology advances impact the lives of the community members. 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that … 
There are positive and negative effects of technology. 
One event can trigger a chain of events that changes the way a civilization lives. 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How have civilizations evolved? 
Are modern civilizations more “civilized” than ancient ones? 

Acquisition 

Students will know… 
● Relate the agricultural revolution (including the impact of food surplus from farming) to population 

growth and the subsequent development of civilizations.. 
● Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms of relative 

length of time.  
● Relate the development of language and forms of writing to the expression of ideas, creation of 

cultural identity, and development of more complex social structures.  
● Modern people can learn about ancient cultures by studying primary sources. 
● The empires that ruled Mesopotamia made many advancements that helped civilizations develop. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
● Using primary sources to understand Sumerian culture. 
● Analyzing a timeline to summarize key concepts. 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
How did the development of agriculture in Mesopotamia lead to the development of writing? 
Students will write a paragraph or create a brief google slideshow (or other medium) describing how 
agriculture led to the development of writing, and the implications of that development.  Students will use 
three different sources (Sumerian counting token, Sumerian numeric system, and a clay tablet with 
cuneiform symbols) in order to analyze the question and record their findings. Students will act as 
archeologists that have to present their findings at a conference about the development of the first writing 
system and how that impacted the Neolithic time period. 
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/NewYork_6_Agriculture.pdf (Pages 12-16) 
 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Interactive workbook  
Performance rubrics 
Class participation 
Self assessments 
Projects (in class and at home) 
Unit assessments 
 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

Unit 1 - Early Humans and the Rise of Civilization 
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Lesson 4 - The Rise of Sumerian City-States - After reading the lesson, create a real estate advertisement to 
encourage people to move to one of the Sumerian city-states. (see Processing activity for Lesson 4). 
Lesson 5 - Ancient Sumer - learn about the characteristics of civilization and analyze artifacts to determine 
how each characteristic relates back to Ancient Sumer (see Activity for lesson Lesson 5) 
Investigating Primary Sources - How Did the Different Social Classes of Sumer Interact with One Another? - 
students compose an argument about how the social classes of ancient Sumer interacted with one another. 
Lesson 6 - Exploring Four Empires of Mesopotamia - After exploring the achievements of the Mesopotamian 
empires, students will evaluate each empire’s achievements by giving it a letter grade and give evidence to 
support the grade they chose. (See Processing activity for Lesson 6) 
Unit 1 Timeline Challenge - analyze the timeline for Unit 1 
 

Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi History Alive! The Ancient World textbook 
TCi History Alive! The Ancient World Interactive Notebook 
TCi History Alive! The Ancient World online component 
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/NewYork_6_Agriculture.pdf (Pages 12-16) 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learners - 
Simplified Verbal or Written Instructions 
Teacher Modeling 
Extended Time 
Accept Alternate Responses (drawings, etc) 
Frequent Breaks 
Advanced notes/prep for the lesson or content 
Visual presentations 
 
 
504 - 
Frequent breaks 
Work with Fewer items on pages 
Hear instructions spoken out loud 
Extended Times 
Teacher Modeling 
Accept Alternate Responses 
Sit where they learn best 
Use a sensory tool 
 
 
Special Education -  
Make sure directions and/or instructions are given in limited numbers 
Peer support 
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Assignments modified or reduced 
Hands-on tasks 
Option of tests to be done orally 
Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
Work with fewer items per page or line 
Have a designated reader 
Hear instructions spoken out loud 
Notes provided 
Visual presentation 
Extended time for tests/quizzes/projects 
 
 
Students At-Risk - 
Make sure directions and/or instructions are given in limited numbers 
Peer support 
Assignments modified or reduced 
Hands-on tasks 
Option of tests to be done orally 
 
 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
Provide enrichment activities 
Ability to pursue independent projects based on individual interests 
Teach interactively 
Explore several points of view about topics 
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Unit: Ancient Egypt and the MIddle East 

Content Area: The Ancient World: Ancient Egypt and the Middle East 

Grade Level: 6th  

Unit Summary: 

In this unit, students will study how geography affected early settlement in Egypt, Kush, and Canaan.  In addition, they 
will learn what the pharaohs of ancient Egypt accomplish, and how they did it.  Also, how social classes affected daily 
life in ancient Egypt.  Students will understand how location influenced the history of Kush.  Finally, students will study 
the origins and central teachings of Judaism. 

Recommended Pacing: 

8 weeks 

State Standards Addressed: 

6.2.8.A.2.a.   Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal 
structures. 

6.2.8.A.2.b.   Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.a.   Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks, 
technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.b.   Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations and their modern 
counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern 
Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then 
and now. 

6.2.8.C.2.a.   Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, 
trade, and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.1.c.   Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to 
written records. 

6.2.8.D.2.a.   Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley 
civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.b.   Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley 
civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.c.   Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and determine 
whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 

6.2.8.D.2.d.   Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley 
civilizations over time. 
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6.2.8.D.3.d.   Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period 
(i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and 
their responses to the current challenges of globalization 

6-8.RH.1.   Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

6-8.RH.2.   Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.4.   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies. 

6-8.RH.5.   Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

6-8.RH.7.   Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information 
in print and digital texts. 

6-8.RH.10.   By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 

6-8.WHST.2.   Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes. 

6-8.WHST.2.b.   Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

6-8.WHST.2.c.   Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts. 

6-8.WHST.2.d.   Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

6-8.WHST.2.e.   Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

6-8.WHST.2.f.   Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

6-8.WHST.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

6-8.WHST.5.   With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 

6-8.WHST.6.   Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 
between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

6-8.WHST.7.   Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 
several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
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6-8.WHST.8.   Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

6-8.WHST.9.   Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
Range of Writing 

6-8.WHST.10.   Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
Understand that the environment and natural resources of an area impact the economy of a society and its 
relationships with its neighbors. 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● The environment and natural resources in an area has an impact on the development of a society. 
● The history between nations can influence the balance of power and the relationship between them. 
● Religion can have an effect on who has the power in a society. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How did the success of the pharaohs affect the success or failure of the civilization?  
Why did the central teachings of Judaism survive to modern day? 
What can we learn about a culture through its art forms? 

Acquisition 
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Students will know …. 
● All of the reasons why Egypt was called the Gift of the Nile.  
● Why the floods of the Nile made the land ideal for farming. 
● The geography of Egypt kept it isolated from outside invasion.  
●  Irrigation systems provided an abundance of food (surplus) for the Egyptians.  
●  Upper/Lower Egypt was unified for the first time around 3100 BCE under a pharaoh who served as 

king and god.  
● The organization of Egyptian society 
● Egypt established trading relationships with their neighbors and beyond.  
● Egyptians were polytheistic and had a strong belief in the afterlife.  
● Egyptian history can be divided into key points, with intermediate periods breaking up times of 

Egyptian prosperity.  
● Egyptian culture had many achievements in the areas of written language, architecture, and art.  
● Kush, which developed south of Egypt along the Nile, developed an advanced civilization with a large 

trading network. 
● Understand the complicated relationship between Egypt and Kush. 
● Understand the origins of Judaism and how it was preserved in the Jewish Diaspora. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
● Assess the degree to which geography influenced ancient settlements  
● Identify the ways in which particular societal developments either facilitate or limit further 

developments.  
● Analyze ancient and modern definitions and applications of justice.  
● Analyze the degree to which popular monuments (i.e. the Great Pyramid of Giza) reflect other 

important aspects of a civilization.  
● Identify the environmental factors that influenced ancient Egypt, Kush, and Canaan. 
● Compare and contrast the accomplishments of several pharaohs who ruled during times of stability. 
● Explain how social class determined the daily life of ancient Egyptians. 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
Build Like an Egyptian 
Students will discover the elements of Egyptian architecture as they research famous Egyptian sites. After 
sharing their findings in group presentations students will analyze examples of Egyptian revival style for 
their “authentic” Egyptian elements. 
https://pier.macmillan.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/Echoes%20of%20Egypt/Build%20Like%20an%20Egy
ptian%20LESSON%20PLAN.pdf 
 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Interactive workbook  
Performance rubrics 
Class participation 
Self assessments 
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Projects (in class and at home) 
Unit assessments 
 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

Unit 2: Ancient Egypt and the Middle East 
Setting the Stage: Ancient Egypt and the Middle East - Geography Challenge 
Lesson 7: Geography and the Early Settlement of Egypt, Kush, and Canaan - Students will draw a map of NJ 
and label 3 or more important physical features, they will then write a paragraph answering the question: 
How did geography affect early settlement in your state? (see Processing activity - Lesson 7) 
Lesson 8: The Ancient Pharaohs - visit monuments along the Nile River to learn about pharaohs and their 
achievements (see Activity - Lesson 8) 
Lesson 9:  Daily Life in Ancient Egypt - create and perform dramatizations to learn about social structure of 
each class and what daily life was like for each group (see Activity - Lesson 9) 
Lesson 10:  The Kingdom of Kush - Annotate and illustrate a timeline of four periods in the history of Kush 
and evaluate the influence of location on the history of Kush. (see Processing - Lesson 10) 
Lesson 11 - The Origins of Judaism - Find a newspaper article about a current topic that reflects one of the 
four central teachings of Judaism.  Write a paragraph that tells which teaching the article reflects and why. 
(see Processing activity - Lesson 11) 
Lesson 12 - Timeline Challenge - analyze the timeline for Unit 2 

Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi History Alive! The Ancient World textbook 
TCi History Alive! The Ancient World Interactive Notebook 
TCi History Alive! The Ancient World online component 
https://pier.macmillan.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/Echoes%20of%20Egypt/Build%20Like%20an%20Egy
ptian%20LESSON%20PLAN.pdf  - Build Like an Egyptian activity 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Allow for a variety of presentation options 
-Provide student with graphic organizers while researching to help focus and organize ideas 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Check in frequently with student to check for understanding 
-Help student make connections to build background knowledge 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
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-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Scribe for student 
-Use of google translate to change the language of worksheets 
 
504 - 
-Allow for a variety of presentation options 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Allow for a variety of presentation options 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
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-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Allow for a variety of presentation options 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 
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Unit: Ancient Greece 

Content Area: The Ancient World - Ancient Greece 

Grade Level: 6th  

Unit Summary: 

In this unit, students will learn that geography influenced the settlement and development of the way of life in ancient 
Greece.  They mostly depended on farming and they started colonies to trade for needed goods.  The ancient Greeks 
used four different forms of government: monarchy, oligarchy, tyranny, and democracy.    Two of the most 
well-known, but vastly different city-states that were part of ancient Greece were Sparta and Athens.  Eventually, the 
smaller Greek forces defeated the Persian Empire during the Greco-Persian Wars.  Major achievements in ancient 
Greek culture during the Golden Age of Athens include religion, architecture and sculpture, drama, philosophy, and 
sports.  Later in the unit, students will learn how Alexander the Great built and ruled his empire. There is much 
evidence to show how ancient Greek civilization affects today’s world. 

Recommended Pacing: 

8 - 9 weeks 

State Standards Addressed: 

6.2.8.A.3.b.   Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the 
political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. 

6.2.8.A.3.c.   Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the Roman Republic that 
later influenced the development of the United States Constitution. 

6.2.8.A.3.d.   Compare the status (i.e., political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient World to those of 
people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now. 

6.2.8.A.3.e.   Compare and contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of classical civilizations, and 
determine the extent to which these early systems influenced our current legal system. 

6.2.8.B.3.a.   Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the development of the 
political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.B.3.b.   Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the development of Greek 
city-states and to their decline. 

6.2.8.C.3.a.   Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange in the 
Mediterranean World and Asia. 

6.2.8.C.3.b.   Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/ manufacturing 
output and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division 
of labor. 
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6.2.8.D.1.c.   Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to 
written records. 

6.2.8.D.2.b.   Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley 
civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.3.c.   Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and 
China over time. 

6.2.8.D.3.e.   Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and conflict shaped the values and decisions of 
the classical civilizations. 

6.3.8.A.2.   Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, 
and share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state 
legislature). 

6.3.8.D.1.   Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to 
understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 

6-8.RH.1.   Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

6-8.RH.2.   Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

6-8.RH.4.   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies. 

6-8.RH.5.   Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

6-8.RH.7.   Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information 
in print and digital texts. 

6-8.RH.8.   Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

6-8.RH.9.   Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

6-8.RH.10.   By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 

6-8.WHST.1.   Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

6-8.WHST.1.c.   Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

6-8.WHST.1.d.   Establish and maintain a formal style. 

6-8.WHST.1.e.   Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

6-8.WHST.3.a.   Note: Students' narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The Standards require that students 
be able to incorporate narrative elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In 
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history/social studies, students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or 
events of historical import. 

6-8.WHST.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

6-8.WHST.5.   With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 

6-8.WHST.6.   Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 
between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

6-8.WHST.7.   Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 
several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

6-8.WHST.8.   Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

6-8.WHST.9.   Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 

6-8.WHST.10.   Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
Use history to think about the world they live in and the factors that influenced the way it is today. 

Meaning 
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UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● All classical civilizations were influenced by advancements made by previous civilizations.  
● As classical civilizations strategically expanded, their societies became increasingly diverse and 

complex.  
●  While democracy provides the greatest opportunity for liberty, freedom, and equality – it is an 

imperfect system of governing that is open to criticism.  
● The legacy and contributions of classical civilizations on the modern world are frequently debated by 

historians.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How are governments created, structured, maintained, and changed?  
Why should we be interested in/study other cultures? 
What happens when cultures collide? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● Ancient Greece further developed the achievements of previous ancient civilizations.  
● The foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy later influenced the development 

of modern democracy.  
● Competition for natural resources influenced the development of the political, economic, and 

cultural systems of ancient Greece provided motivation for expansion. 
● Technology and innovation were used to enhance agricultural/manufacturing output and commerce, 

to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of 
labor. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
● Analyze the various impacts of cultural exchange/appropriation on ancient Greece. 
● Assess the degree to which other civilizations influenced ancient Greece.  
● Compare and Contrast the different conceptualizations of citizenship between Greece and modern 

societies.  
● Assess the legacy of ancient Greece in the modern world.  

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S):  
Athenian Democracy Structured Academic Controversy- Athens is often credited as the first civilization to 
employ a democratic system, yet only a small percentage of the population was able to vote. Historians, 
therefore, discuss and debate the nature of Athenian democracy. During the Structured Academic 
Controversy, students are assigned a perspective on whether or not Athens was truly democratic that 
support the position with evidence gathered from historical research. At the end of the activity students 
abandon their assigned position, consider the various interpretations offered during the debate, and create 
and support a claim for the most persuasive interpretation.  
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/athenian-democracy-sac 
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OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Interactive workbook  
Performance rubrics 
Class participation 
Self assessments 
Projects (in class and at home) 
Unit assessments 
 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

Ancient Greece 
Unit 5 Setting the Stage - Geography Challenge 
Lesson 25 - Geography and the Settlement of Greece - Complete a storyboard draft of a children’s book 
about the geography of ancient Greece and how it influenced the Greek way of life. (see Processing activity - 
Lesson 25) 
Lesson 26 - The Rise of Democracy - Participate in the four forms of government practiced in ancient Greece 
to determine which of your favorite songs you should listen to. (see Activity for Lesson 26) 
Lesson 27 - Life in Two City-States: Athens and Sparta - Compare and contrast Athens and Sparta by writing 
statements for an Athenian citizen and a Spartan soldier. (see Processing activity for Lesson 27) 
Lesson 28 - Fighting the Greco-Persian Wars - Learn about the wars between Greek city-states and the 
Persian Empire by dramatizing perspectives of the wars and the eventual outcome. (see Activity for Lesson 
28) 
Lesson 29 - The Golden Age of Athens - write a paragraph about the major cultural achievements of Athens 
(see Processing activity for Lesson 29) 
Lesson 30 - Alexander the Great and His Empire - Design your own medallions to evaluate the achievements 
of Alexander the Great (see Processing Activity - Lesson 30) 
Lesson 31 - The Legacy of Ancient Greece - Learn about the legacy of ancient Greece by matching 
descriptions of modern life to images of ancient Greek achievements.(see Activity for Lesson 31) 
Unit 5 Timeline Challenge - analyzing the unit timeline 

Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi History Alive! The Ancient World textbook 
TCi History Alive! The Ancient World Interactive Notebook 
TCi History Alive! The Ancient World online component 
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/athenian-democracy-sac - Athenian Democracy Structured 
Academic Controversy 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Ensure understanding of basic vocabulary (ex., democracy) 
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-Provide student with graphic organizers while researching to help focus and organize ideas 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Check in frequently with student to check for understanding 
-Help student make connections to build background knowledge 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Scribe for student 
-Use of google translate to change the language of worksheets 
 
504 - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
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-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-Explore a variety of perspectives and compare and contrast points of view 
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
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-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 

 

 

Unit: Ancient Rome 

Content Area: The Ancient World - Unit 6 Ancient Rome 

Grade Level: 6th  

Unit Summary: 

In this unit, students will learn how the Etruscans and Greeks influenced the development of Rome. There were 
characteristics present in the Roman Republic that changed over time.  The Roman Republic expanded to form the 
Roman Empire, but not without cost.  Wealth affected the daily life in the Roman Empire.  Christianinity originated 
and spread throughout the Roman Empire.  Ancient Rome’s influence can still be seen in today’s world. 

Recommended Pacing: 

8 - 9 weeks 

State Standards Addressed: 

6.2.8.A.3.a.   Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic structures) used 
by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and unify their expanding empires. 

6.2.8.A.3.b.   Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the 
political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. 

6.2.8.A.3.c.   Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the Roman Republic that 
later influenced the development of the United States Constitution. 

6.2.8.A.3.e.   Compare and contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of classical civilizations, and 
determine the extent to which these early systems influenced our current legal system. 

6.2.8.A.4.a.   Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding 
territories with diverse populations. 

6.2.8.B.3.a.   Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the development of the 
political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.B.4.a.   Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of 
each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 
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6.2.8.B.4.e.   Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the positive and negative 
consequences of environmental changes made during this time period, and relate these changes to current 
environmental challenges 

6.2.8.C.3.a.   Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange in the 
Mediterranean World and Asia. 

6.2.8.C.3.b.   Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/ manufacturing 
output and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division 
of labor. 

6.2.8.D.1.c.   Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to 
written records. 

6.2.8.D.2.b.   Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley 
civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.3.a.   Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and 
equality. 

6.2.8.D.3.b.   Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Gupta India, 
and Han China. 

6.2.8.D.3.c.   Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and 
China over time. 

6.2.8.D.3.d.   Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period 
(i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and 
their responses to the current challenges of globalization. 

6.2.8.D.3.e.   Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and conflict shaped the values and decisions of 
the classical civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.4.f.   Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire influenced the Islamic world and western Europe. 

6.2.8.D.4.g.   Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa 
(Islam), Europe and the Americas over time. 

6.3.8.A.2.   Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, 
and share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state 
legislature). 

6.3.8.D.1.   Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to 
understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 

6-8.RH.1.   Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

6-8.RH.2.   Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
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6-8.RH.4.   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies. 

6-8.RH.5.   Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

6-8.RH.6.   Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion 
or avoidance of particular facts). 

6-8.RH.7.   Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information 
in print and digital texts. 

6-8.RH.8.   Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

6-8.RH.9.   Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

6-8.RH.10.   By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 

6-8.WHST.1.   Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

6-8.WHST.1.a.   Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

6-8.WHST.1.b.   Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

6-8.WHST.1.c.   Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

6-8.WHST.1.d.   Establish and maintain a formal style. 

6-8.WHST.1.e.   Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

6-8.WHST.3.a.   Note: Students' narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The Standards require that students 
be able to incorporate narrative elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In 
history/social studies, students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or 
events of historical import. 

6-8.WHST.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

6-8.WHST.6.   Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 
between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

6-8.WHST.9.   Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
Range of Writing 

6-8.WHST.10.   Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, and explain the report results. 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Established Goals 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
Use history to think about the world they live in and the factors that influenced the way it is today. 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● All classical civilizations were influenced by advancements made by previous civilizations.  
● The degree to which previous civilizations influenced ancient Greece and Rome have been frequently 

debated by historians.  
● As classical civilizations strategically expanded, their societies became increasingly diverse and 

complex.  
●  While democracy provides the greatest opportunity for liberty, freedom, and equality – it is an 

imperfect system of governing that is open to criticism.  
● The legacy and contributions of classical civilizations on the modern world are frequently debated by 

historians.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
Who is responsible for a civilization’s success or legacy?  
How are governments created, structured, maintained, and changed?  
Why should we be interested in/study other cultures? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● Ancient Rome  further developed the achievements of previous ancient civilizations.  
● The foundational concepts and principles of the Roman Republic that later influenced the 
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development of modern democracy.  
● Competition for natural resources influenced the development of the political, economic, and 

cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion.  
● Technology and innovation were used to enhance agricultural/manufacturing output and commerce, 

to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of 
labor. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
● Analyze the various impacts of cultural exchange/appropriation on ancient Rome and the ancient 

world.  
● Assess the degree to which other civilizations influenced ancient Rome.  
● Compare and Contrast the different conceptualizations of citizenship between Greece, Rome and 

modern societies.  
● Assess the legacy of ancient Rome in the modern world.  

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
Roman Empire and Christianity - You are a textbook writer charged with the job of fact-checking and 
researching the accuracy of a textbook excerpt about how Christians were treated under the Roman Empire. 
Students will use various sources to do research in groups, including the textbook excerpt.  They then have 
to decide in their groups if the textbook needs to be rewritten. 
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/roman-empire-and-christianity 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Interactive workbook  
Performance rubrics 
Class participation 
Self assessments 
Projects (in class and at home) 
Unit assessments 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

Unit 6 Ancient Rome 
Unit 6 Setting the Stage - Geography Challenge 
Lesson 32 - Geography and the Early Development of Rome - In an activity, students read about Etruscan 
and Greek influences on Rome, create a set of cards to represent the influences, and examine images of life 
in Rome. For each image, groups will identify and discuss the cultural influences that can be seen or 
inferred. (see Activity for Lesson 32) 
Lesson 33 - The Rise of the Roman Republic- create an illustrated timeline to show how the characteristics of 
the Roman Republic changed over time (see Processing Activity for Lesson 33) 
Lesson 34 - From Republic to Empire - List the costs and benefits of Roman expansion and write a paragraph 
or poster (see Processing Activity for Lesson 34)  
Lesson 35 - Daily Life in the Roman Empire - Write a dialogue between a rich Roman and a poor Roman who 
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are comparing and contrasting their daily lives in the Roman Empire. (see Processing activity for Lesson 35) 
Lesson 36 - The Origins and Spread of Christianity - students learn about the development and spread of 
Christianity in the Roman Empire and analyze New Testament parables as literature (see Activity for lesson 
36) 
Lesson 37 - Learning About World Religions: Christianity - Learn about the practices of Christianity by 
analyzing images of Christian sacraments, worship, and holidays. (see Activity for Lesson 37) 
Lesson 38 - The Legacy of Rome in the Modern World - Play the “Rome to Home” game to discover how 
aspects of Roman culture influence modern life. (see Activity for Lesson 38) 
Timeline Challenge for Unit 6 

Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi History Alive! The Ancient World textbook 
TCi History Alive! The Ancient World Interactive Notebook 
TCi History Alive! The Ancient World online component 
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/roman-empire-and-christianity - Roman Empire and Christianity 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Provide student with graphic organizers while researching to help focus and organize ideas 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Check in frequently with student to check for understanding 
-Help student make connections to build background knowledge 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Scribe for student 
-Use of google translate to change the language of worksheets 
 
504 - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
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-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
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-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Option of tests to be done orally 
-Provide chapter summaries/outlines ahead of time 
-Access to text in various ways (textbook, online textbook, audio capabilities) 
-Provided notes 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-Explore a variety of perspectives and compare and contrast points of view 
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 
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